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The University of Dayton 
WORLD IN A STATE OF INTENSIVE CARE, 
SAYS DRUG-BUSTING 'GOD SQUAD' PRIEST 
News &lease 
Jan. 14, 1992 
Contact: Pam Huber 
DAYTON, Ohio -- If Martin Luther King Jr. were alive today, 
he would be "challenging us, charging us and demanding us to 
stand up and redirect this misguided world of ours," said the 
Rev. Michael Louis Pfleger, who gained national attention for his 
work as a member of the drug-busting "God Squad" in Chicago in 
1989. 
Pfleger, the white pastor of st. Sabina, a virtually all-
black church in the tough South Side of Chicago, spoke at a Jan. 
14 prayer breakfast in honor of King at the University of Dayton, 
calling King the "greatest hero of my life." 
"We find ourselves in a world that's in a trauma unit, 
that's in a state of intensive care," said Pfleger. "We're 
fighting for our very existence and I don't believe we lack a 
method or the strategy (for a solution). Martin Luther King gave 
us the solution. It's time to revive the concept of a movement 
of people." 
Societal ills in America today include an ineffective war on 
drugs, violence, inadequate health care and homelessness, he 
said. Pfleger called on individuals to rebuild families in 
America, put values and standards back in society and demand 
competent education from schools. 
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"We have children killing each other over jackets that won't 
be in style a year from now," said Pfleger. "We need to develop 
these young minds so that 20 years from now they are the ones 
that own the jacket factories." 
He named racism as the "number one problem in America. 
"In 10 years, you'll see the worst race riots ever seen in 
America unless ·we turn this problem around and solve it," he 
said. "We've got to break down this sick philosophy of the great 
melting pot. In a melting pot, the strongest ingredient controls 
the flavor, whatever is on the bottom gets burned and the scum 
rises to the top. We need a salad bowl approach to life, where a 
radish tastes and looks like a radish, and lettuce tastes and 
looks like lettuce." 
Pfleger urged college students in the audience to take a 
stand with "boldness, power and strength. 
"Martin Luther King warned us that there 1s such a thing as 
being too late," said Pfleger. "This is no time to sit back, 
particularly young people. This is your time, your chance. You 
may not have had the opportunity to be at Selma or Montgomery, 
but you can do it now." 
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